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Statement by Executive Director Elaine Nessle: 

Freight Stakeholders Coalition Calls on USDOT to Establish the Office 
of Multimodal Freight Infrastructure and Policy (Freight Office)   

 

WASHINGTON, DC (September 1, 2023) – Together with 15 other trade associations, 
the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC) this week called on 
the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to formally establish the Office of 
Multimodal Freight Infrastructure and Policy (Freight Office) as required under the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA, P.L. 117-58).   
 
“For 20 years, CAGTC has called for the creation of a dedicated, high level freight office 
within USDOT to guide policy development and investment decision making. Congress 
heeded this call in the IIJA, which directs USDOT to establish the Freight Office within the 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation.  
 
The Freight Office should provide the necessary perspective to coordinate among the 
modes and work with the myriad of public and private stakeholders that rely upon and 
develop supply chain infrastructure. Planning and investment decisions must look beyond 
modal siloes and the needs of today, recognizing that tomorrow’s economy will require an 
‘all of the above’ approach to freight movement to meet growing demands. 
 
CAGTC joins leaders from the business and transportation communities in calling for 
establishment of this office. CAGTC and its diverse membership remain eager to assist 
USDOT in this exciting endeavor and support the office through its creation and important 
work supporting our national economy and global competitiveness.” 
 

# # # 
 
 
About the Freight Stakeholders Coalition 
The Freight Stakeholders Coalition is a long-standing group of associations representing shippers, 
transportation providers, and public and private owners and operators of infrastructure assets that 
move goods across the United States. While each member of the Coalition represents a different 
segment of the system and perspective, the group is united in the belief that a strong federal role in 
transportation is essential for the development of a robust and competitive freight network that 
supports commerce. 

 
About CAGTC 
The Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC) is a diverse coalition of more 
than 60 public and private organizations dedicated to increasing federal investment in America’s 
intermodal freight infrastructure. In contrast to single mode interests, CAGTC’s main mission is to 
promote a seamless goods movement transportation system across all modes to enhance capacity 
and economic growth. For more information on the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade 
Corridors, please visit www.tradecorridors.org. 
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