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The movement of goods in our country is the engine that runs our economy. In order to maintain the standing of the United States as a global economic leader, we must invest in expanding the capacity, reliability, and efficiency of our nation’s goods movement system and freight infrastructure. In 2015, Congress passed the bipartisan Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, which for the first time outlined a national freight policy and set up both formula and competitive programs to invest in these systems.
In order to build on the successes of the FAST Act and ensure continued investment in the backbone of the American economy, Congress should enact sustainable, dedicated funding for freight infrastructure. Economy in Motion: The National Multimodal Freight Infrastructure Act will create a reliable and renewable revenue source to fund multi-modal, freight-specific formula grants for states and a multi-modal, freight-specific competitive grant program for local, regional and state governments. 
Creates a sustainable funding stream for freight projects:
· Establishes a Freight Trust Fund
· Funded at approximately $8 billion annually through a 1% fee on the cost of goods movement, requiring the entity paying for the cargo to be shipped via ground transportation within the U.S. to pay a fee of 1% of the total cost of that transportation, modeled after the existing air freight tax
· Allows amounts in the Trust Fund to pay directly into freight infrastructure programs

Creates formula and competitive grant programs to fund freight projects:
· Equally funds formula and competitive grant programs
· The National Multimodal Freight Funding Formula Program would provide formula funds directly to states and encourage states to work together on multistate analysis of freight needs
· The National Freight Infrastructure Multimodal Competitive Grant Program would provide grants to states, regional, and local government entities
· Qualifying projects could include capital freight projects on roads, rail, intermodal connectors, including first and last mile connectors, rail grade separations, on-dock rail and landside infrastructure on ports and airports included in a State Freight Plan
Builds on the successes of the bipartisan FAST Act:
· Requires state freight advisory committees and state freight plans to be broadly representative of industry and community stakeholders,  and consider environmental and community impacts of freight movement
· Requires formula and competitive grant program funds to reflect approved state freight plans and the National Freight Strategic Plan
For more information or to cosponsor, please contact Chris Gorud in Rep. Lowenthal’s office at chris.gorud@mail.house.gov or (202) 225-7924.
