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<<LOCATION/ ORGANIZATION>> Applauds Congressman Lowenthal’s Bipartisan Proposal to Bolster 
Freight Infrastructure Investment
“The National Multimodal and Sustainable Freight Infrastructure Act” proposes program to address significant freight needs, such as <<NAME OF REGIONAL FREIGHT PROJECT>>

DATELINE (June 26, 2017) – Recognizing the documented and growing number of freight investment needs across the country, Congressman Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) introduced a bipartisan proposal to secure the necessary funding to support multimodal freight infrastructure. Introduced on June 22, “The National Multimodal and Sustainable Freight Infrastructure Act,” or H.R. 3001, will raise an estimated $8 billion annually dedicated to multimodal freight investments.

Modeled after the existing federal air freight tax, the proposal would create a 1 percent fee on the cost of transporting goods, to be paid by beneficial cargo owners. Fees collected would be deposited into a Freight Trust Fund and distributed evenly through a freight formula program administered to state departments of transportation, and a freight competitive grant program available to states, regional and local government entities. Both programs are fully multimodal, allowing for investment in the most critical freight needs, regardless of mode.

QUOTE: “<<LOCATION/ ORGANIZATION>> applauds Congressman Lowenthal for his dedication to improving our national freight system. Our region plays an essential role in the national goods movement system; robust, sustained federal investment is needed to bolster our regional economy and ensure the high quality of life we currently enjoy,” said <<INDIVIDUAL>>. 

The <<NAME OF REGIONAL FREIGHT PROJECT>> is in need of federal support and the robust funding program proposed under “The National Multimodal and Sustainable Freight Infrastructure Act” presents a funding opportunity. This amount of dedicated freight funding is unprecedented at the federal level and stands to satisfy freight needs that exist in this region. <<PROVIDE PROJECT DETAILS AND BENEFITS SUCH AS REDUCED CONGESTION, SAFETY/ QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVEMENTS, ECONOMIC DATA, ETC.>>

Our region’s needs are significant, and system strain will continue to grow. The U.S. population is expected to increase 70 million by 2045, with each person requiring the movement of roughly 63 tons of freight annually. Investment is needed to make this demand an opportunity, rather than a crisis. Unique from other types of infrastructure spending, investment in the nation’s multimodal freight network is an economic multiplier. Not only are jobs created immediately in the construction phase, but an efficient freight network attracts and retains businesses, supports the cost-effective movement of goods and services, and benefits the economy for years to come. In fact, 44 million U.S. jobs are directly supported by the multimodal freight network. 

Eleven co-sponsors joined Congressman Lowenthal in his introduction of “The National Multimodal and Sustainable Freight Infrastructure Act,” including Representatives Nanette Barragan (D-CA), Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), Matt Cartwright (D-PA), Judy Chu (D-CA), Robin Kelly (D-IL), Mark Meadows (R-NC), Gwen Moore (D-WI), Grace Napolitano (D-C), Mark Pocan (D-WI), Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), and Mark Takano (D-CA). 
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